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I 


‘My mother was by far the most potent influence 
in my religious life when I was a child. Her love 
‘was the one pre-eminent factor in my infancy’ 
and early boyhood. It was not so much what she 
Said, or even what she did for me, but rather 
what she was. 


‘There were Scotch ancestors on my mother’s 
‘side, though she came directly from a Wessex. 
family with the surname Cartwright. The High- 
land blood had mingled with the Saxon, and 
‘this gave her a mystical vein of character which 
«could be recognized in her face and in her eyes. 


The place where I was born was Newcastle- 
-on-Tyne in the north of England. The year of 
my birth was 1871, and the date February 12th. 
But when I was still a child my father moved to 
the Midlands, and I was educated at King 
Edward VI School, Birmingham, and then on 
to Cambridge in the year 1890. 
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When I was between four and five years old, 
a very severe attack of rheumatic fever nearly 
proved fatal. For many months my life was 
almost despaired of and the suffering was very 
great. But this long illness drew me to my 
mother with an intense affection, for she nursed: 
me in my pain with a tenderness that created a 
new bond of affection between us. 


My first conscious thoughts about God and! 
Christ were implanted in me at this time by my 
mother, for I was very close to death, and she 
used to tell me of thelove of Christ for little 
children and how He took them in His arms and 
blessed them. i 


There was a picture of Jesus, the Good 
Shepherd, which had a great attraction for me. 
The face of Jesus in the picture used to look at 
me with the same look of love which I could see 
in my mother’s eyes. 


One incident I have told at length in a book 
called What I owe to Ghrist. It has always: clung 
to my mind during the many years that have 
passed since it occurred. 


For a long time my spirit had been hovering, 
between life and death. Then, one morning; 
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when I opened my eyes, I saw a flower which 
‘my mother had put by my bedside while I was 
asleep. Its fresh beauty seeined to rivive me and 
bring back an interest in life again. From that 
day recovery was rapid. 

The loving care and forethought of my 
mother had placed that flower beside me, and 
her unceasing prayers to God had been answered 
in that way. For-He, by whom the very hairs of 
of our head are all numbered and who cares for 
the fall of a sparrow, had used that tiny event in 
His good providence to bring me back to health 
and strength. 

It was this illness in childhood that first 
brought me into touch with the world of spirit, 
while I hovered near the border of the. unseen 
and almost passed to the other side. There has 
often come to me a wonder, why, amid all the 

“changes in my inner thinking, the one fund- 
amental faith in God and Christ and immortality 
has ever remained unshaken. Surely, my mother’s 
silent influence over me, at such an impression- 
able age, during the climax of this long illness, 
must have had very much to do with this. 

We are learning to-day from modern psychi- 
cal investigation what a paramount partis played 
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in our own lives by some shock, or deep impress- 
ion, left upon the minds in childhood, before we 
reach the age of five or six. This great shock of 
illness, with its climax, may have aroused in me 
a new Spiritual sensitiveness which was steeped 
in emotion owing to the love my mother poured 
out upon me. Thus, the imagination fixed the 
record, as it were, on the sensitive plate of my 
inner mind at a very early age, and it has rema- 
ined there ever since. What a mother is able to 
doin this way by her love and her prayers can 


hardly be exaggerated. 
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My father came from an old East Anglian stock 
in the country of Essex. He was short in stature 
and brimming over with vitality. The whole 
family to which he belonged lived to a good old 
age. My mother’s family was long-lived also. 

The long line of ancestors from which my 
- father was descended were hardy Puritans, 
who had often endured persecution for ‘cons- 
cience’ sake. Some had left home and all that: 
they held dear in order to maintain their reli- 
gious freedom. Men and: women, such as these, 
had sought across the sea in North America a 
religious liberty which they could not find in 
England. 


While my father had a passionate love of free- 
dom very deeply implainted in him, this did not, 
in his case, lead on to a hardness and severity 
of character associated with a Puritan faith. For 
he was the tenderst of men, and a lover of little 
children. His Christian faith seemed to reveal-it- 
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self in an unworldly character, which made him 
an idealist—generous to the last degree. 


When my father was a child his own father, 
who was a Baptist minister in Essex, had left his 
congregation to follow certain saintly men who 
had received, as they believed, wonderful gifts of 
the Spirit through the ministry of a Scotch Pres- 
byterian minister, named Edward Irving. This 
young preacher had shaken London society by 
his sernions upon the Book of Revelation. He 
declared that the last days of human history had 
arrived after the downfall of Napoleon. Out of 
the movement which had thus originated, 
apostolic gifts of healing and speaking with ton-, 
gues and prophesying were declared to have been, 
restored to the Christian Church. 


As he grew up to manhood, my father himself 
became a fervent believer. He was quite convin- 
ced that he had found the key to the prophetic’ 
books in Holy Scripture and could read the “signs 
of the times.” He himself spoke in prophecy, 
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit; he had: 
also laid hands on the sick and they had recover- 
ed. Therefore he was as certain of the truth of the: 
droctrines which he had learnt to believe as he 
was of his own existence. 
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III 


IT was in this strange, emotional atmosphere of 
prophesying and speaking with tongues and 
ecstasy in the Spirit that my own boyhood was 
passed. Every chapter in the Book of Revelation 
‘was explained to me as certain to come to pass 
in our own days. The solemnity of the religious 
Services was awe-inspiring for a young child, and 
Sometimes the awe was so overwhelming that it 
brought with it nervous reactions. The Second 
‘Coming of the Lord was daily expected. Christ 
‘was immediately coming “as a thief in the night” 
to take away His elect. This phrase, “The Second 
Coming”, was continually upon my father’s lips 
and he lived in expectation of the Advent. 


At first my own appreciation of these things 
‘which my father taught me was vivid and strong. 
T had a keenly sensitive imagination, as a boy, 
and the imagery of the Book of Revelation used 
to haunt me. But an evil form of impurity crept 
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into my life while I was at school, and gradually 
I fell away from this earlier belief which had. 
filled my boyhood with awe and wonder. 

In the midst of this decline, the inner consci- 
ousness of sin made me painfully aware that I 
was not ready to meet Christ at His Second Com- 
ing, if He should suddenly appear. Outwardly, 
I was leading a strictly religious life in the bosom 
of our family, going regularly with my father and 
mother to church ; but inwardly a conflict was 
going on deep down in the subconscious part of 
my being, and for a long time this remained. 
unresolved. 


Then came a wonderful conversion of my 
heart to God at the age of nineteen, when I was: 
just about to enter college at Cambridge. So won- 
derful was it that it changed my whole inner life 
and released me from the bondage of sin which 
had bound me fast. Let me tell here very briefly 
what happened ; for it was the great turning~ 
point of my life. 


One night the burden of the extreme evil of 
what I was doing came quite unexpectedly upon 
me as I knelt down at my bedside to say my 
prayers. For long hours of darkness I cried out 
in the agony of my spirit. Then, out of my utter 
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need and helplessness, came a marvellous sense 
of pardon and release. From that moment the 
_ new life in Christ began, which was veritably a 
new birth. His grace and love flooded my whole’ 
being. 


The days that followed were’ like a glorious: 
dream. I seemed to be living in a different world 
of light and love and peace. It illuminated the 
glory of Nature, and made me love every one | 
met. 


The effect of this inflow of the Spirit, which 
came from Christ, was immediately to send me 
among the poor. Though, up to that time, [ was- 
quiet unacquainted with that work of service in 
Christ's name, an inner compulsion seemed to: 
drive me towards it; and all through my life the 
impulse to surrender all for Christ's sake and to 
find Him among those who are in need has been 
present with me so strongly that sooner or later’ 
every-thing has had to give way before it. 
Although I have never been able literally to obey 
Christ's command, as St. Francis did, I can well. 
understand the joy which he and his young follo- 
wers felt in their first love for their Lord and: 
Master, Jesus Christ, when they left all that they’ 
had to follow Him. For the happiest moments I 
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.have known have always been those when I have- 
been able to find my active work, not in univer- 
sity centres, or among the rich, or even among 
‘the middle classes, but among the suffering poor. 
“To say this is not to value lightly those other 
-aspects of human society which I have mentioned, 
but rather to state a fact in my own individual 
life which has been verified again and again. For 
“Christ's presence has drawn me towards those 
who are down-trodden and oppressed ; and 
among these | have found all my love for Him 
grow deeper. 
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IV 


“When I first entered Pembroke College, Camb- 
‘ridge, soon after my conversion, a whole new 
-world of intellectual thought was spread out be- 
fore me. Cambridge, towards the end of last 
-century, had reached a unique place of emine- 
nce in the sphere of science. The greatness of 
Darwin and his successors made this recognized 
-in every sphere. | 


At first it was quite natural for me to find 

my companions among those who knew the joy 

-of complete surrender to Christ, and regarded 
His Second Coming as at hand, just as I had 

been taught to regard it. These friends I found 

among the fundamentalists, who believed in the 
-verbal inspiration of Holy Scripture. But I 
-soon found myself turning away in revolt, beca- 
suse they held a monstrous doctrine of everlast- 
ing punishment for the mass of the human race. 
“This doctrine my father had always condemned 
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as inconsistent with God’s name of Love. Later- 
on, I was compelled by sheer honesty to accept 
the facts of modern scientific discovery. The 
increasing knowledge of God's universe soon 
made verbal inspiration of Holy Scripture im- 
possible to hold as a living faith. To Cambri-- 
dge, more than any other place in the world, I 
owe the code of intellectual honour (if I may 
call it by that name) which ought always to go- 
side by side with a true faith in Christ, as the: 
Lord of Truth. Only thus could I fulfil the: 
word of the Apostle who said: “Prove all things;. 
hold fast that which is good,” 


From all this it followed that very soon I 
found my father’s interpretations of the prophe-- 
tic books of the Bible to be in conflict with the- 
scientific explanation of world history and its: 
results. ‘The conviction on this point was natu- 
rally far longer in coming home to me than my 
judgment on other points ‘which I have men- 
tioned above. But when it did come at last,. 
and I had to face it, then immediately I wrote- 
home to my father a letter which very deeply 
pained him. As soon as I met him in the vaca- 
tion, we argued the matter Out together, while 
misunderstanding between ys only deepened. 
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Then followed one of the greatest struggles 
of my life. For I had been told by the doctor 
that my father was suffering from an acute form 
of heart disease which might at any moment 
‘prove fatal. The order, therefore, had been 
‘given that he must be kept entirely free from 
mervous excitement of any kind. 


Already I had witnessed the agony from 
‘which he suffered during one of the worst paro- 
xysms of heartattack, and I had also watched 
the agony on my mother’s face as she tended to 
him in his pain. In my intense affection, I 
Could not bear to run the risk of bringing on 
the nervous excitement which was certain to 
happen if I carried my own argument to this 
‘extreme point. So I said to myself, “No, I 
cannot go on with this any longer. I musi not 
speak any more about it while my father is in 
this critical state. If I do so, I may be respon; 
sible for his death!” 


For this reason | continually compromised, 
though my conscience pricked me all the while. 
Again and again I prayed that this burden 
might be taken from me; and I tried by going 
to others, who held the same faith as my father, 
to get an answer from them which would satisfy 
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my doubtings. How I longed to be convinced? 
that my father was right, but that was impossi- 
ble. For the mind’s verdict became inexorably’ 
clear that I could no longer hold these peculiar’ 
beliefs and at the same time accept everything: 
that modern research was making plain to the 
human mind. 


For some years, until 1895, I went on still 
attending the church in Birmingham, where my’ 
father was beloved by the whole congregation. 
During the service, I would try to enter into the 
spirit of what was said and sung, but more and 
more the worshippers appeared to me to be 
living in a different world of thought from my 
own. Yet I went on attending, for my father’s- 
and mother’s sake, long after I had ceased to: 
hold their own particular faith. 


From this perilous position, which was already’ 
bordering on deceit, I was rescued by the force- 
` ful action of Basil Westcott. He was the youngest. 
son of the saintly Bishop of Durham, Dr. West- 
cott, the New Testament scholar and professor. 
Basil was my dearest college friend, whose love - 
for me was too deep to allow me to continue 
this weakening compromise any longer. I told 
him everything and introduced him to my father 
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and mother. He knew from me the whole situat- 
ion. But he was brave enough to tell me that- 
our friendship must be broken unless I was pre- 
pared to be more honest with myself and both. 
my parents. He told me also to leave the quest- 
ion of my father’s health in God’s hands. 


Then at last I faced the whole situation and 
after a time of incredible pain gave up openly my : 
father’s beliefs and left the Church which had- 
been hitherto my spiritual home. i 


The actual break came when I was confirmed. 
in Lichfield Cathedral and ceased from that time: 
forward to receive the Holy Communion at.my 
father’s hands, as I had done before. tne 


This incident I have told here at length,. 
because my whole future course depended upon. 
it. Looking back, there can be no doubt in my 
mind that it was right to take the step I did, in: 
an honest and truthful manner. But I have often 
wondered since whether my break with. my 
father’s faith need have been so complete, when. 
our underlying devotion to our Lord Jesus Christ 
was the'same. It is hard for me to-day to think. 
that Christ’s own Sacrament of Unity: should. 
have become an open barrier between myself.and - 
those whom I loved best in tue world.: = - av 
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_ But in those days it seemed right to all of us 
that I should take this course. At that time of 
my life I used to lay a primary -stress on High 
Church doctrines. This would be impossible for 
me to-day. The Church wherein my father was 
a minister was “high”? both in its ritual and teach- 
ing. The Holy Eucharist was celebrated with 
vestments and incense, and the Sacrament was 
reserved as in the Roman and Greek Churches. 
My friend Basil Westcott was an Anglo-Catholic, 
and I was much influnced by his religious views. 
as this story of mine will have made plain. 
‘Through his invalid sister, also, who was never 
able to leave her sick-room, I had begun to 
realize with deep reverence the “beauty of hol- 
iness.” Therefore all my traditions hitherto had 
gone in the High Church direction. Ecclesiastical 
questions loomed very large in my mind. 

Yet, all the while, far beyond any outward 
allegiances, there was now growing up day by 
day an inner allegiance to Christ Himself, which 
made me long to follow Him more faithfully and 
truly in my own personal life. In the silent 

devotions, at the daily Eucharist, I would renew 
my tryst ; and that quiet time in the early morn- 
ing became very precious to me. But-above all, 
whenever I got away from Cambridge University 
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and came into close personal contact with those 
whom Crist specially loved—the poor, the sick, 
the suffering—-the love in my heart for my Lord 
blossomed out into flower. The intellectual ques- 
‘tionings themselves became less acute, and I 
realized how far beyond abstract logic lay the 
great moral factors of our existence. 


Probably, if I had married during these years 
of moral and spiritual stress, and had a home of 
my own, with little children to teach me to be 
humble and gentle, the great central truths of 
the Christian faith would have become more real 
and vital tome. But the intense desire, which 
was gradually forming in my own mind, to go 
out to the mission field and join the Cambridge 
University Brotherhood at Delhi, prevented me 
from ever contemplating such an action, for only 
unmarried men are accepted into that Brother- 
hood. 


After a long university course at Cambridge 
had been completed, | was ordained in 1896 to 
the Pembroke College Mission, in Walworth, 
which is one of the poorest parts of South-East 
London. There some of the happiest years of my. 
Jife were spent among the poor. The joy of 

2 
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Christ's own service of love was so great that no . 
labour seemed too hard for me at that time. . ` 


But after some years, while actively engaged 
in this work, I overstrained myself and was 
obliged in the end, under doctor’s orders, to 
surrender it. An invitation to go back asa teacher 
to Cambridge came at this critical juncture, and 
Iwas induced to accept it. There, too, in the 
University, years of great happiness were spent, 
mingled with great sorrows. For I came face to 
face with death, among those I loved most dearly, 
hot once only but again and again. During those 
solemn days, when death was my constant com- 
panion, the Christian faith became rooted and 
grounded in me with a new intensity of convict- 
ton. I seemed to be continually living with Christ 
on the very border of the unseen world. 


Yet in ‘spite of great inward happiness and. 
renewed spiritual vision, which followed my 
ordination, the difficulties which I had to face 
im my own intellectual life did not seem to 
decrease. New questionings arose. The recita- 
tion, in a Christian act of worship, of the 
imprecatory Psalms, calling down vengeance or 
enemies, who were not only hated, but cursed,. 
became almost intolerable to me. The Athana- 
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sian Creed with its damnatory clauses was an 
even greater stumbling block. The Thirty-nine 
Articles, to which I had subscribed, began also 
to trouble me ; and however much I might try 
to ease my conscience by regarding mere assent - 
to them as allowing latitude of acceptance, it 
was difficult to be quite clear in my own mind 
that I was not again deceiving myself just as 
I had done before. 


Although I was still a long way from coming 
to conclusions on these and other matters, I 
began more and more to realize that the only 
solution of all my intellectual troubles was to 
get back to the simplicity of the Gospel in my 
daily life. This was my one dominating thought 
during my second period at Cambridge as a 
teacher, and in my heart I knew that I must be 
ready to follow Christ still more completely and 
not shrink from any sacrifice which He called 
upon me to make in His name. 
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y: 
Tue call came at last in a very sudden and 
tragic manner. My friend Basil Westcott died 
. at Delhi of cholera, while trying to save the life 
of another. His death made a very deep impre- 
ssion on me, and | sailed for India as soon as 
ever I could be set free to do so, in order to 
take his place. 


But in India still more fundamental pro- 
biems of the mind came before me for solution: 
The Virgin Birth of Christ, as a literal and 
historical fact, and also the sesurrection of 
Ghrist’s body from the grave, had long ago 
become matters of doubt and questioning to me 
on the historical side, and I had studied every 
scrap of evidence concerning them: In the end 
I had decided to suspend my judgment. 
Neither of these matters vitally affected my 
faith in the living Christ, who was present with 
me in my daily life. - 
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But it was one thing to hold these matters 
in suspense for a while in England ; it was quite 
a different thing being called upon to teach 
them in a new country, such as India, where a 
young Church was beginning to spring up. The 
words of Jesus about causing the “little ones” 
to stumble made me feel the deep responsibility 
for what I was doing. - . 


Of the supernatural character of our Lord's 
work of ministry on earth and His risen life 
beyond the grave, I rarely had any question. He 
was, and is, to me the Living Christ, to whom 

: I have continually looked for spiritual sustenance 
and renewal. He is the daily Companion of the 
pilgrim journey I have undertaken in His 
strength. 


While, therefore, at first in Delhi it did not 
seem necessary for me to come to a final decision 
about all these matters, yet in the end the whole 
issue nf what, in the Church of England, is call- 
ed “‘subscription’’ was forced upon me. 
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VI 


THE joy came into my life, at this time, ‘of ʻa 
great transforming friendship with Susil Kumar 
Rudra, the principal of my own college. He 
used to go, each year, up into the mountains 
with me, beyond Simla. His two sons used- to 
accompany us and sometimes students from 
college were with us also. Susil had lost his wife, 
owing to an illness after the birth of his youn- 
gest child, and he had never married again. 


| There, at Kotgarh, we met Samuel Stokes of 
Germanstown, Philadelphia, who was living a 
Franciscan life along with Sadhu Sundar Singh. 
About the Sadhu I have written very fully in'a 
memoir which has been published in America 
and England. He is also referred to in other 
books which I have written. His love for Christ 
was so ardent that my own love was kindled by 
it. I found in him, also, one who had not ceas- . 
- ed to reverence that which was pure and noble 
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and of good report in his old religious faith. He 
felt that he had received the consummation. of 
it all in his Lord and Master, Jesus Christ. 


It was in this atmosphere of the glorious 
mountains, with their ‘snows reaching up into 
the blue sky,, that the narrowness of the boun- 
daries of my former religious faith .was made 
clear to me, and the decision. was slowly formed 
within me to seek a wider sphere of work. 

The break actually came when, in 1913, I 
was asked by Mr. Gokhale to go out to South 
Africa in order to help in the Indian cause at a 
time of great anxiety and danger. 


„A form of servile labour called ‘indenture’? 
had been in operation for many years. Villagers 
from India had been induced to leave India and — 
go out to the sugar-plantations. The whole sys- 
tem of recruiting was corrupt beyond description. 


The moral conditions on these plantations 
were deplorable. Mahatma Gandhi had started 
a passive resistance movement in order to bring 
to an end, once and for all, these widespread 
evils. 


He had suffered imprisonment: with more 
than two thousand of his followers and the 
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struggle had reached a very critical point. 
General Smuts represented the South African 
Government. 

It was in order to help in this passive resis- 
‘tence struggle that Mr. Gokhale invited me to 
go out to Natal. Willie Pearson, the son of the 
great Congregational minister of Manchester, 
Dr. Samuel Pearson, went with me. In the end 
the passive resistance struggle was won and, 
Mahatma Gandhi was able to return to India. 


But the vicious system of Indian indenture 
still existed in other parts of the world, such as 
Fiji, Trinidad, British Guiana, etc. In order to 
obtain its abolition, further journeys were neces- 
sary and I had to go twice to Fiji. 


At last, in 1920, this form of Indian indent- 
ured labour was altogether abolished. The day, 
January ist, will go down in Indian history as 
parallel to the date on which slavery was aboli- 
shed in the British dominions and later on in the 
United States. Now in India, all recruiting for 
such a purpose abroad has been entirely 
prohibited. 

This experience in South Africa and elsewhere 


widened my outlook upon life and gave me a 
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new world vision of the Christian faith. When I 
went back to India from South Africa, it soon: 

_ becameclear to me that I could no longer remain: 
in the more confined sphere of the Cambridge 
Brotherhood at Delhi. With the kindliest recogni- 
tion of the larger field of work which had opened- 
out for me, the Head of the Mission, the Rev. 
Canon Allnutt, bade me God speed, and allowed. 
me to depart. 


But something still further happened almost. 
at the same time, though I had not expected it. 
to come about in this way. All these earlier 
questionings about subscription to the Prayer- 
book and Thirtynine Articlesnow came to anend;. 
and at last it wasclear to me that I ought no 
longer to exercise my full Orders in the Anglican. 
ministry under a bishop’s licence. 


What heart-searching I went through before’ 
. the final step was taken I have told in What I owe 
to Crist. It was like tearing up very deep roots 
and transplanting the whole of my religious life 
into a new soil. 


The incident which made it impossible for’ 
me to go on any longer in doubt and vacillation. 
is worth recalling. Rabindranath Tagore had- 
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-invited me to join his institution at Santiniketan. 
In his magnanimity he had agreed to take me 
just as I was, an ordained clergyman. He wished 
-me to continue all my religious duties as far as 
possible, while at the same time working with 
him, at Santiniketan, jin his great educational! 
-work, 


But when Trinity Sunday came and I was 
‘faced with the recital of the Athanasian Creed. 
I suddenly found that I could not repeat it, with 
its damnatory.clauses. It came home to me with 
a shock that I could not lead an Indian Chris- 
tian congregation in the recitation of that Creed 
and then go back light-heartedly to Santiniketan 
as if nothing had happened. So I omitted the 
Creed altogether. But at once I recognized that 
I was playing a coward’s part in thus trifling 

‘with my conscience. 


When I returned and saw the pure face of 
the poet Rabindranath looking into my own, I 
knew at once that I had been living a life of un- 
‘truth. So there and then I confessed to him with 
shame all that had happened and how from 
‘Henceforth I must be truthful. 


ss „He urged me earnestly to take no hasty sent 
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But when I showed him how near to the brink of 
‘the precipice. of falsehood I, had been, he said no 
more to dissuade me. 


Thus, the inner struggle, that had gone on 
for so many years, had suddenly come to an end. 
But bitter wounds had been left behind which 
‘took many years to heal. 


Nevertheless, it soon became clear that this 
action meant to me not only a release from 
bondage, but alsoa greater power of Christian 
service. The blessing of God had been with me,- 
‘leading me forward. s 


Since that step was taken I have gradually 
come to recognize that Christ Himself in His 
‘Gospel has given us His own definition of dis- 
-cipleship and also of membership in His Body, ' 
which is called the Household of faith. For He 
has said plainly : “He that doeth the will of God, 
the same is my brother and my sister and my 
“mother.” 


If this is Christ's own definition it-is not for 
-us.to draw boundaries more narrowly than our 
Lord Himself had drawn them. Where this will- 
Jead me ultimately is not yet clear. But it will 
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certainly make a vast difference in my own con- 
ception of what a Christian is and what he ought 


to be. 
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VII ; 


‘Two special errors, on a large scale, in my own 
way of thinking, concerning India became appa- 
rent to me when I came into touch with reality 
at first hand by living among Indians themselves. 


On one side, to apply the Golden Rule of 
‘Christ to the British occupation. of India was by 
no means sucha simple thing asI had before 
imagined. It was made evident to me, by abun- 
‘dant examples, that the great historian, Sir J. R. 
Seeley, was right when he wrote long ago in his 
Expansion of England : “Subjection for a long time 
to a foreign yoke is one of the most potent causes 
-of national deterioration.” 


While it might be true that the early effects. 
-of the occupation of india by Great Britain had 
been to bring about a nation-wide awakening, 
it now was equally clear to me that to continue 
to rule India from without by foreign rule must 
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lead on, as Seeley has told us, to national deter- 


ioration. 

Would I wish my own country to continue 
for a long time in subjection to a foreign yoke f 
If I would not wish this, then what right had [ 
to continue to take part in imposing this very 
thing on India? 

Convictions like these, slowly formed, made: 
me one of the whole-hearted workers for Indian. 
freedom and independence. 

But the problem was not so easy, even then. 
How was Indian freedom to be won, without am 
interval of chaos and confusion? The govern- 
ment could not be merely handed back to the: 
India people by Great Britain, after more tham 
a century of disuse on their part, making them: 
weaker and weaker. That might mean only a 
new bondage. What was clearly needed was 2 
dynamic personality in India itself, who could 
bring a new freedom about from within—not 
by violence, but by self-sacrifice. For this- 
would create the very spirit of true liberty and 
independence which was essentially needed. 


: This dynamic quality I found in the two 
friends'who gradually became the formative in- 
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fuences in my thinking life—the poet Rabindra-- 
nath Tagore, and Mahatma Gandhi. These ; 
two have brought to me quite unconsciously, 
but very intimately, a fuller interpretation of 
what the message of Christ actually means in 
tho modern world. In the great struggle ‘for 
Indian freedom their voices have been prophe- 
tic, and Mahatma Gandhi, by his living exam- 
ple made known in deeds which the simplest: 
villager can understand, has been able to create - 
among the Indian masses the true spirit of free- 
dom which was needed. 


This leads me directly to the scond point 
where I had to correct many of my previous 
ideas. 


While I had never consciously held the: 
narrow view that the rest of God's world, out-- 
` side the boundaries of Christendom, was lying. 
in “heathen darkness,” I had not at all realized 
before the beauty of the lives of those in India 
and other countries who had been true seekers 
after God. They had followed other pathways- 
of the religious life, but had in the end found 
Him whom their souls desired. For Christ’ 
Himself had said: “Seek, and ye shall find 


knock, and it shall be opened to you.” 


. 
y- 
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` Before my new experience in India, I had 
laken this gracious promise, unthinkingly, as 
‘concerned only with those who were Christian 
and had not realized how in its widest sense it 
is an invitation to all mankind. 


With this new vision I began to see Christ in 
these saintly men and women whom I met. both 
in Islam and in the Hindu religion. ‘Tt was 
quite natural to me to speak to them of what I 
owed to Christ and to share my own religious 

„experiences with them. This was done, how- 
ever, not as to those who required first of all to 
be enlightened by me, but rather as to those 
who had themselves a background of spiritual 
convication, about which I longed to hear. 
Mere proselytizing, which Christ Himself clear- 
ly abhorred, went out of my mind, and what in 
the Oxford Group Movement is called “shar- 
ing” took its place. ar 


Thus, in both these aspects, the old “‘imperia- 
list? outlook, whether political or religious, be- 
came abhorrent to me, and I was able to under- 
stand what wrong had been done to India by | 
this attitude of superiority. It became more and. 

more a necessity of my Christian faith to get rid , 
_of every trace of this evil from my own heart. 
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The words of Christ recorded in St. Luke’s 
‘Gospel were filled with a new meaning, as I 
faced this great world issue. “The Kings of the 
Gentiles,” says Christ, ‘exercise lordship over 
them, and they that exercise authority upon 
them are called Benefactors. but it shall not be 
‘So with you. But he that is greatest among you 
let him be as the younger, and he that is chief as 
-ne that doth serve. For whether is greater, he 
that sitteth at meat, or he that serveth? Is not 
he that sitteth at meat? But I am among you as 
-he that serveth.” 


Another line of devlopment for me at this 
‘time was to take to heart, in practical life, as 
‘well as in theory, the magnificently triumphant 
words of St. Paul concerning Christ: “There is 
neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor 
free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are 
„all one Man in Christ Jesus.” And again he 
-writes in the same strain, “Where there is neither 
‘Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, 
barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free, but Christ is 
„all in all.” 


This determination to break down every 
““middle wall of partition” between man and 
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man, which racial and colour prejudice had 
caused, became henceforth a burning passion. It 
is still, to-day, at the centre of all my thoughts 


and actions. ' 
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VIII 


DurınG all these new experiences of the larger 
issues of human life, Dr. Albert Schweitzer’s book 
The Quest of the Historical Fesus came to me with 
a refreshing shock and cleared away a mass of 
confused thinking. I shall never forget the 
challenge that this volume brought with it. By 
the very opposition with which I at first received 
his main thesis I was inwardly conscious of the 
truth which lay behind it. Coming back to it 
to-day it is easy to see that the stress he has laid 
upon eschatology in Christ’s teaching is one-sided. 
But it was necessary thus to redress the balance, 
which had swung in the opposite direction. 


In my own case, the book reveled to me how 
I had been drifting towards a complacent and 
patronizing “humanist” attitude, and had left out 
of. count the startlingly supernatural claim to 
absolute allegiance which Christ makes. Schwe- 
itzer’s last chapter brought me sharply. back te 
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reality. It made me renew, with a fresh convic- 
tion, my faith in a supernatural Christ who 
commands by His moral grandeur. 


Furthermore, Schweitzer’s whole thesis made 
me go back again to the days of my early child- 
hood so as to recall my father and mother’s daily 
expectation of Christ’s coming. I could see now 
that this ardent “‘prevision”’ of crisis, this sense 
of impending judgment, had to be maintained 
if the Christian faith of our own day was io be 
true to type. But at the same time, this expecta- 
tion had to be taken out of its local setting and 
viewed in the light of the Eternal. 


Thus, I have tried to explain what Schweit-. 
zer’s book in a very searching manner effected for 
me. Are we ready, he asks, to take Christ literally, 
honestly, sincerely, as our own life-guide ? Are 
we prepared to leave all and follow Him, just as 
Peter and James and John were? For Christ 
must not be for us a mere figure in past history, 
but our Lord‘and Master, commanding our soul’s 
‘allegiance. 


.. “Christ comes to us,” writes Schweitzer, “as 
One Unknown, without a name, just as of old by 
the lake-side.. He came to those men who knew 
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Him not. He speaks to usin the same words, 
“Follow thou Me,’ and sets usto those tasks which 
He has to fulfil for our time. He commands. 
And to those who obey Him, whether they be 
wise or simple, He will reveal Himself in the toils, 
the conflicts, the sufferings which they shall pass 
through in His fellowship. And as an ineffable 


mystery they shall learn in their own experience 
who He is.” 


The greatest of all influences which Albert 
Schweitzer has had on my own life has been due 
to the example of his own devotion. For he had 
literally left all to follow Christ and had dedica- 
ted all that he had to the service of the sick and 
dying, in the name of Christ, living ina malarial — 
belt in tropical Africa, at Lambarene. His own 
example has thus driven me back to those crucial 
sufferings among the poor, to those homes of the 
meek and lowly, to the lives of those who labour 
and are heavy-laden, which have always drawn 
me most of all with the cords of love and led me 
back to Christ. 


In later years, Albert Schweitzer has become 
known to me, not merely through his books, but 
personally as an intimate friend. He has shown 
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mie in personal ways the truth of the great word 
in St. John’s: Gospel, :“‘If any man : will do His 
will, he shall know the doctrine whether: it beo of 


Goa m 


a tte 
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IX 


Tue Great War brought to light a tragic hesi- 
tation within me to apply fearlessly and imme- 
diately the principles of Christ to war. On this 
lack of insight I now must look back with shame. 
For when my own country was involved I found 
myself wavering and doubtful, torn with ques- 
tionings which could not be resolved. 


` The brutality and cruelty, the meanness and 
falsehood of war soon brought with them moral 

shocks, which ought.to have. aroused me to 
action. Yet instead of this,-the war-spirit found 
a lodgment in my own mind, and I could almost 
feel rising within a secret eagerness for a victory. 
for my country, at whatever moral cost.. 


Yet when this appeared on the surface I des- 
pised myself for it and was horrified to find 
what a hold it had got over me. The scales at 
last fell from my eyes and I saw war as the 
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hateful thing it was—clean contrary to the 
Golden Rule of Christ. Then at last, when the 
question of military conscription in India was. 
brought up before me asa practical issue, my 
mind was fully prepared and I refused. 


I did not have to suffer for this refusal, but 
was ready to doso and had counted the cost. 
During this terrible crisis and inner suffering 
Christ Himself became inexpressibly dear to me. 
. Just as I had found Him among the poor, in 
the slums of Walworth, so I found Him near to 
me when this great trial of faith came. for I 
had to learn, in singular ways, what persecution 
means, and His own blessing, which He has pro- 
mised to those who suffer with Him. filled my 
heart with joy. 


All this was far beyond any deserving; for 
like Peter I had at first denied my Lord. But 
He had accepted my contrition, and healed me 
with His own forgiveness. After that he had 
given to me once more His own command,. 
“Follow Me.” 


—_———_ g 
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X 


THOUGH much remains to be told, this story of 
my life must now be brought to a close. I can 
only very briefly refer to one further direction 
in which my thoughts to-day are tending. 


The issue between Capital and Labour in its 
modern form has lately occupied my thoughts 
night and day. My friend, Sherwood Eddy, 
has done much to make me face it as a Christi- 
an. The vast injustice of an order of society 
which allows one man to amass incredible’ 
wealth while others are starving needs no long 
argument to prove how contrary to the mind of 
Christ it is. Like slavery and war, the system 
of unrestricted capitalism, in its present form, is 
one of those giant evil forces of the world, crea- 
ting selfishness and greed, which the Christian‘ 
conscience must condemn. Our Lord Jesus 
Christ spoke words of sternness against those 
who heaped up riches while their brothers went 
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: hungry and naked. His judgment on such is 
-unqualified in its Condemnation. It is quite im- 
possible for any one to say that these social 
-wrongs are outside the limits of the Christian 
-message, for Christ Himself has no words strong 
-enough to utter against the motives of greed 
-which form the basis of present evil world. 


‘ But how to change human society from 
within, so that capitalism, with its money-greed, 
.becomes a hateful thing toa Christian, just as 
usury was in Middle Ages, and slavery was in 
the nineteenth century, and war is becoming to- 
-day! This is perhaps the greatest of all questions 
that the Christian who follows Christ has to 
face and answer in our own age. 

. There are methods of violence and class 
‘warfare whereby the end in view may be forci- 
‘bly attempted. But history shows clearly that 

Such a use of violence brings its own nemesis 
with it. “They that take the sword,” says 

Christ, _ “shall perish | with the sword.” For this 
reason, asa Christian, I feel that I can no more 
join in a war to abolish Capital than I can join 

ina war to abolish war itself. A 


-,, Yet I am convinced that there are means; 
nat of violence, but of non-violence, whereby. a 
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new social order, more in accord with the mind 
of Christ, may be ushered into our modern 
world, making it indeed a “new earth.” India 
has much to teach Europe and America concer- 
ning these things, if only the West will have 
humility and patience enough to learn the lesson 
from her. In my own life 1 can say with deep 
<onviction that I have learnt more about 

Christ’s Cross of suffering during the years of 
my life spent in the East than I was able to do 
“while I lived in Europe. For it has slowly, but 
marvellously, become clear to me that there are 
vast reserves of spiritual power for good stored up 
by Divine Providence in human hearts, which 
-can be used, if rightly directed, in over coming: 
evil. These resources are abundant in the East. 


But only as we cease to rely upon those 
‘material weapons which to-day in the West 
appear to be all-powerful, can these almighty 
forces of the Spirit of the Living God be set free. 
When once the day of faith dawns, the victory 
is certain. For the paradox is true, that only as 
man feels his own weakness does he realize the 
almighty strength of God, and only as he loses 
his life can he save it. 
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NOTES 


Page 1 

Potent : powerful. 

Wessex : it was originaly an Anglo-Saxon kingdom, 
‘founded in 495 A.D. At present it includes the counties 
of Hampshire, Wiltshire, Dorset, Somerset, and the eastern 
part of Devonshire, as well as the Isle of Wight. 

Saxon : Saxons were people of a Tentonic race who 
inhabited north and north-west Germany, some of whom 
settled down in England after invading it many times. 

mystical vein : a strain of mysticism which is mar- 
kedly associated with the German race. 

Midlands : the middle Counties of England, including 
Warwick, Liccester, Worster, and Staffordshire etc, Birm- 
ingham is the industrial capital of the English Midlands. 


Page 2, 


Rheumatic fever: an inflammatory affection that 
attacks the joints and muscles. When the more important 
joints are involved by the most active form of this painful 
disease, the seizure is known as rheumatic fever. 

Good Shepherd : Christ is often represented as the 
Shepherd and the Christians as sheep whose welfare is his 
concern. 

What I Owe to Christ : a book which C. F. Ander- 
‘ews wrote as his spiritual autobiography. 

Page 3 


World of spirit : spiritual ideas. 
unseen : death, 
foundamental : essential. 
immortality : immortality of the soul. ; 
: -impressionable age: youth, when impressions are 
deeply ‘produced on the mind. : 
-- psychical : of the soul or mind. 
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Page 4 
spiritual sensitiveness : a strong feeling for spiritual: 


sensitive plate : sensitive film for photograph. 
Page 5 

East Anglian stock: from a family who resided in 
East Anglia, which compromises today the counties of 
Norfolk and Suffolk. East Anglia was the ancient name 
of this region: 

' Puritians : were a party of English Protestants who 
regarded reformation of Church under Elizabeth as incom-- 
plete and sought to abolish unscriptural, and corrupt 
ceremonies etc. They were often persecuted for their 
conviction which made. them to migrate to America and. 
other parts of the world, Some of them came to America, 
1648-1660, and founded Massachusetts Bay Colony in and 
around Bosten. 

artes olay Page 6 

Baptist : a sect of Protestants who exclude infant: 
baptism, emphasise liberty of conscience, and separation of 
church and state. Baptists churches are congregational, 
their ‘officers are pastors and deacons, each church is a. 
spiritual democracy possessed of the power of self-govern- 
ment.: General Baptist associations which exist have no- 
control over individual churches. 

_ ‘minister : clergyman. | 

gifts of the Spirit : spiritual powers, gained through 

the grace of Christ. r 

' Presbyterian : Presbyterianism is a system of church 
govt. by presbyters orelders. It considers Christ its only 
riest. ‘ 
p Book of Revelation : last book of the New Testa- 
ment. It contains the prophecy of theSecond coming of 
Christ. 

Napoleon : 1769-1821. onc of the greatest military 
leaders of all time. Became Emperor of the French in 1804, 
and was defeated by Wellington in 1851 at Waterloo. He: 
was then exiled to St. Helena, where he.died six years after- 
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Holy Spirit : Holy Ghost. According to the Christian - 


religion the Trinity comprises of Father, the Son, and: the 
Holy Ghost. ; i 


I 
Page 7 
ecstasy : extreme spiritual happiness. ; i 
Second Coming of Lord: the prophecy in the ` 
Book of Revelation that Christ will come again on carth. 
Advent: the Second coming of Christ. y 
Page 8 
release: release from spiritual doubts. 
grace: kindness. 
Page 9 
St. Francis: medieval mystic and founder of the - 
Franciscan Order. His character is marked by his devo- 
tion to ‘Lady Poverty’, and by his joy and delight - 
in nature. : 
f Page 11 i 
Darwin : Charles Darwin, 1109-82, British naturalist’ 
is chiefly noted for his doctrine of evolution, first set forth: 


in his book, The Origin of Species, and later further devel- 
oped in The descent of Man. 


ndamentalists : members of a sect of Protestants - 
who insist on the literal inspiration of the Bible. 
verbal inspiration : literal inspiration. 
monstrous : outrageously wrong or absurd, 
Page 12 
Apostle: St. Paul. la 
prophetic books : The Book of Revelation. ae 
; Page 13 
tin of 
aroxysm ;: fit. i 
p Page 14 j 
inexorably : relentlessly. 3 FREDE 
Dr. Westcott : Rev. Brooke Foss Westcott (1825-1901) 
He was a biblical scholar, Professor of Divinity at Cambr- 
idge, 1870-1901. ‘He was one of the revisers of the New ; 
Testament. ara and ON Fad ad as “eats ed KENA 


et 
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confirmation is a rité administered - to 


confirm : A 
baptized persons in various Christian Churches. 


Holy Communion : participation in Lord’s Supper. 
Sacrament of Unity: all those who participate in 
-the Holy Sacramant are united in Christ. 
Page 16 


High Church: gives a high place to authority of 

Episcopate and priesthood, ceremonies etc. 

Ecclesiastical : of the church or clergy. 

Eucharist : Lord's Supper. 

tryst ; communion. 

vestments: official garments of clergy worn during 
divine service. 

_ Sacrament: a rite of the Christian Church placing 
the believer in intimate communion with God. The Roman 
Catholic and Eastern Orthodox Churches, which include 
the Greck, recognise seven rites—baptism, holy commun- 
ion, confirmation, matrimony, holy orders, confession, 
and extreme function; the Protestant interpretation varies, 
but usually admist the first two. 

A Page 17 
spiritual stress : spiritual trouble or doubt, 
ordained : conferred holy orders as a clergyman. -~ 
Page 18 
imprecatory Psalms: Psalms are a hody of 
150 lyric devotional hymns in the Old Testament. Many 
of these Psalms threathen the wrath of the Lord on the 
unbelievers. 
_ Athnasian Creed: statement on the Trinity and ` 
incarnation, regarded as authoritative by Anglican and 
Roman Catholic Churches. This was originally ascribed 
to St. Athnasius, Greek Bishop of Alexandria in the 4th 
century A. D..- 
<a Page 19 7 

.. „Thirty-nine Articles: the official formulary . of 

belief of the Church of England, drawn up in 1562. : a) 
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Gospel: religious doctrine of Christ and hi le 
contained in the New Testament, : Sea 
Page 20 È 

i Virgin Birth of Christ: Christ acoording to tradi- 
uon was born of the womb of a virgin, Marry. 

resurrection of Christ’s body : the ascending of 
Christ from his tomb. 

Page 21 

ministry on earth: Christ's work as a preacher 
on carth. 

His risen life beyond: His rising from his grave 
and ascension to Heaven. 

sustenance : strength, support 

subscription : subscribing to the thirty-nine Articles 
of the Anglican Church. : 

À Page 22 

my own college: St. Stephen’s College, of which 
S. K. Rudra was a Principal. 

Samuel Stocks: American missionary who did 
much useful work in India, specially in Kumaon Hills. 

Sadhu Sundar Singh: Sikh mystic who became 
a Christian, and who visited many times Tibet, where he 
is supposed to have been murdered. 


Page 23 

consummation: fulfilment. 

Gokhale: Gopal Krishna Gokhale, famous Indian 
statesman, who assisted and supported Mahatma Gandhi 
in his satyagraha movement in South Africa and sent C.F. 
Andrews there in 1931.. 

indenture: a system by which coolies in India 
were recruited for emyloyment in sugar plantations in 
South Africa, Java, Fiji, Trinidad, and British Guiana etc. 
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General Smuts: Field Marshal Jan Christian 


Smuts, 1870—, South African Statesman and soldier 
became Prime Minister of the Union in 1919, and again 
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in 1939. He admired and appreciated Gandhiji despite 


his differences withhim. . 
Willie Pearson: William Pearson, was a close 


associate of Andrews. 
slavery abolished: In 1807 slave traffic was prohi- 


bited by the British Parliament and in 1833 slavery was 
prohibited throughout the British Empire. After the Civil 
War slaves were liberated in United States in 1865. 
Page 25 
God speed: wished success in the undertaking. 
Page 26 
Santiniketan : Tagore’s famous University at Bolpur. 
Trinity Sunday: next after Whit Sunday. Whit 
Sunday is seventh Sunday after Easter. 
damnatory clauses: articles which condemn the 
non-Christians in the Athnasian Creed. 
Page 27 
‘he that doeth the will etc.’: sce Mark 3, 35. 
Page 29 
Sir J. R. Seely : 1834-1895, was for many years 
Professor of History at Cambridge. He wrote, beside The 
Expansion of England, Ecce Homo and Natural 
Religion. ; 
Page 30 


dynamic :: active; potent. 
formative : serving to form or fashion. 
Page 31 
heathen : one who is neither Christian, Jewish, no. 
Mohammadan. 
‘Seek, and ye shall find etc.’: see Luke, 11, 9. 
Page 32 
proselytizing : convcrsion from one creed, autho- 
rity, or religion to another. 
Oxford Group Movement: it was a movement to 
revive the Catholic tradition and practice in the English 
Church. Its great leader was John Henry Newman. 
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Page 33 

‘The Kings of Gentiles exercise etc.’: see Luck 
XXII. 25, 26, and 27. 5 

St. Paul: is the Principal apostle of Christ, and is 
credited with the spreading of Christianity throughout the 
Roman Empire. He was killed during a persecution by 
Nero, 64 A. D. 

‘Where there is neither Greek nor Jew etc. : sce 
Colossians 11. 
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eschatology : doctrine of death, judgment, heaven 

and hell. 

Page 36 

Peter, James, and John : apostles of Christ. 
Page 37 

Albert Schweitzer : a noted Dutch Christian scholar 
Page 38 


St. John’s Gospel : . the. book by St. John, one of 
the chief apostles of Christ, in the New Testament. 
‘If any man will do his will ete.’ see John, 
VII, 17; 
Page 39 
lodgment: dwelling. 
Page 40 
conscription : compulsory enlistment for military 
service. 
like St. Peter I had first denied my Lord: St. 
Peter denied Christ thrice. See St. Matthew XXVI. 
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Middle Ages: name assigned to historical period 
between the fall of Rome, A. D. 476 and the invention of 
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printing 1450, the Reformation in Germany 1555, or the 


discovery of America 1492. 


e t take the sword etc.’ : see Matthew 
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Christ’s Cross of suffering: Christ suffer i 
; - ` red 3 
fixion for the sins of man and in order to redeem hie SH 
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